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6 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Tiel{! Tocl~! 
Clocl{s Marl{ Time Through the Centuries 
~LAVES to clocks-that is how one 
\]) modern author describes the 
American people. And unknow-
ingly he has drawn a picture of student 
life. How many times a day do you 
hastily glance at a clock, then rush 
madly on to make up for lost seconds? 
There was once a time when no one 
thought about how fast the minutes, 
hours and days went by. Time markers 
were invented only as man advanced 
beyond savagery. 
In the Bible we find the sundial men-
tioned as the timepiece of early periods. 
Imagine, if you can, trying to run our 
modern world with a sundial as our 
only means of telling time, especially 
during endless weeks of cloudy days. 
The next clock was invented by a 
priestly Roman scientist who wished 
to have a timepiece within his monas-
tary. Its mechanism was run by a 
small stream of water, and it marked 
the hours by bells calling the monks to 
prayer. After the eleventh century 
clocks were used in monastaries 
throughout Europe. 
As early as 2000 B. C. the Chinese 
are said to have developed a mechan-
ical time piece, but this like many 
other inventions was kept within the 
Gr .. at Wall, and it remained for the 
men of northern Europe, where the 
sun often hides for days, to find a new 
way of marking time. 
By the beginning of the thirteenth 
century great clumsy clocks motivated 
by a weight or a coiled spring, and 
made enbrely by the handiwork of 
locksmiths, blacksmiths, priests and 
astronomers, were being placed in ca-
thedral towers. During the next two or 
three centuries one might own a small-
er clock only if he were rich enough 
to pay for the great expense and ef-
fort involved in the work or if he were 
of noble birth. 
During the sixteenth century I talian, 
Nuremberg and Augsburg clockmakers 
developed clocks so intricate that they 
showed phases of the moon, the year, 
the day of the month and the festivals 
of the church. They made striking 
clocks and even invented the great-
grandfather of our early morning moni-
tor, the alarm clock. 
Perhaps the most wonderful clock is 
the one in the Strasbourg Cathedral in 
Germany. It shows the motions of the 
sun, moon and planets; it marks years, 
months and important days in the 
year. In the upper part of the clock 
are four aged men who strike the 
quarter hours. At each quarter-hour 
Death comes out to strike, but Christ, 
spear in hand, drives him back. The 
last quarter comes. Christ goes inside, 
and Death with a bone in his hand, 
strikes the hour. The chimes ring out. 
Artists seized the opportunity for 
elaborate decoration in ornamenting 
clocks for the wealthy. Some of the 
ancient ones are epitomes of legendary 
lore. In France during the period of 
the Renaissance, clock cases were de-
veloped into the finest form of art. 
Regulation of clock movements by 
the pendulum was introduced in the 
middle of the seventeenth century by 
Huygens, a celebrated Dutch astron-
omer and mathematician. During that 
century Britain became the center of 
clock making, and for the next hundred 
years the English worked at perfecting 
the clock movements and the artistry 
of the cases. Throughout the nine-
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teenth century these skilled craftsmen 
strove to maintain supremacy over the 
products of the factory system. 
Clockmaking came to America with 
the New England colonists. Simon 
Willard, the most famous of the Wil-
la rd clockmaking family , started in the 
business about the time of the Revolu-
tion. His mechanical genius was di-
rected towards providing his country-
men wtih a cheap, yet good, clock. The 
tower clocks in the Capitol at Washing-
ton and the old State House in Boston 
are of his production. 
The year 1796 brought new competi-
tion for the clockmaker when Eli Terry 
produced the first machine-made 
clocks. The brass clock, invented by 
Chauncey Jerome, soon replaced those 
with wooden movements. By 1842 his 
industry had expanded so greatly that 
England was importing his clocks. 
America has contributed little toward 
the development of new clock cases 
until recently. However, the introduc-
tion of electricity for the motive power 
in clocks effected a revolution in their 
artistry, shape and design. American 
designs lead in the simplicity and 
beauty of modem electric clocks. 
The Connecticut clockmaking indus-
try was established by Seth Thomas, a 
helper of Eli Terry, and has expanded 
so greatly that single clocksrniths now 
turn out several million clocks annual-
ly. Today the Connecticut clockmaker 
marks time for the world. 
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